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while trails torward of the position
must be covered by observation and
fire,

s |n the defense, patrols should he
schediled 1o deflect or eliminate all
enemy probing and reconnaissance
citorts.  They should have set routes,
should include one or more wnbush
positions, should be as aggressive as
possible, and should always try 1o cap-
ture a prisoner. (A squad-size patrol
is better than a platoon-size patrol
unless the unit is assured of killing a
lot ol cnemy.) A patrol should never
be sent outside of communication or
indirect fire range, and flank units
nwst know its routes and schedule.
Tao, a patrol should return o the
company lines at first light instead of
in the middle of the night, A running
password 1s again required and should
be coordinated with the {lank positions
in case the patrol gets confused.
Ground surveillance radar can be used
to monitor & patrol’s activities and to

help puide it back to the company’s
lines,

e [eaders should always keep
racdlios with them while setting the
defense. Farinstance, it can take up
te six hours to walk a company line,
and the radier enables the feaders o
stay abreast of key events and shilt to
handle probicms.

+ Fields of fire should be cut thinly
and the gun positions should be dis-
guised; if the soldiers cannot see (o
shoot their weapons, the fields of fire
should be cut still more wntil they can
sce their sectors.

e Lvery soldier should be taught to
recite the following items of informa-
tion as a litany o the company <om-
mander, first sergeant, or other
“inspectors’ s Who he is; his unit
down to squad level; his job (SAW
gunner); who is on his left, right, and
front; the signads for the FPF and with-
drawal; the enemy, including weapon
capabilities; Qs position, including sec-

tors of fire, range card, and what
weapons his trontal and overhead pro-
tection will stop. This is a tried and
true system that forces soldiers (o

cremember the eritical information they

need to perform their mission aud 1o
survive,

In summary, defensive positions and
fire planning must give a soldier
sense of protection and security, or he
will not tire his weapon.  Lstablishing
light infantry company defensive posi-
tions is therefore a task that deserves
carcful planning and attention.

Lioutenant Colonel Clark P, Camphell is com-
mandear of the 6th Battaiion, 9th Infanury in
Ala

skua.  He previdusly served as a platoon
i the 824 Airborne Division aind 65 o
yany cammander in the Sth Infantry
Mvision.

Command Sergoant Major Charles L. Moore
is command sergeant major of the 5th Bat.
talion, 9th Infantey. He has served threc
tours in Alaska and has also served in Viet-
nam anrd in Germany.

Training for the Urban Battle

In virtually any luture war that can
be imagined, every unit---combat,
combat support, and combat service
support—will conduct military opera-
tions on urbanized terrain (MOUT).
This means that our training programs
must keep pace with the
increasing  urbanization of
throughout the wortd.

The U.S. Army Infantry School is
pursuing scveral Army-wide MOU'T
training initiatives that are relevant to
all branches.  Chiel among these are
a MOUT White Paper, a MOUT train-
ing strategy, a MOUT training com-
plex, and Training Cireular 90-1.

The recently dralted White Paper

ever-
lands
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highlights fundamental definitions in
the current doctrine and the problems
that previously resulted from the mis-
use of terminology. M 90-10, for
instance, defines MOUT as ““all mili-
tary actions that are planned and con-
ducted on a terrain complex where
man-made construction impacts on the
tactical options available to the com-
mander.” This is a broad category
that includes not only operations
within an urban complex but also
operations that are affected in any way
by urbanization.

Urban terrain is also o broad term.,
Althoupgh we tend to equate it with
buildings, it cncompasses any arca
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where man’s hand has altered the face
of the terrain.  Within the full scope
of the definition in FM 90-10, then,
MOUT is part of almost every combat
aperation.

The White Paper, on the otler
hand, uses the term combat in buill-
up areas as one portion of MOUT that
pertaing to fighting among strects and
buildings. This category can be fur-
ther divided into combat in cities, com-
bat in small eities and towns, combat
in villages, and combat in strip arcas.

{(Many trainers incorrectly cquate
MOUT training only with training tor
combal in built-up arcas. We do
indeed need maore training for fighting



i built-up areas, but we also conduct
more MOU'T training than we gener-
ally realize.  I-or example, most of the
field training performed in West Gier.
many and Korea today has a signifi-
cant MOUT component in it.)

MOUT is not an arcane form of
combat  that demands  unique
approaches to training.  As with other
types of terrain (such as mountain,
desert, arctic, and forest}, urbanization
is only one conclition (albeit a signifi-
cant one) that is superimposed over a
unit’s arca of operations.

FM 25-100, Training the Force, is
the Army’s keystone manual on train-
ing, and its systematic approach to
training is as applicable to MOUT as
it is to any other condlition.  The man-
ual deseribes the method of determin-
ing what to train and how to train.
Leaders must understand its concepts
of battle focus, mission essential task
lists, battle tasks, performance
oriented training, evaluation of train-
ing, and training management cycele,

The threat and the operational
environment are the foundation lor
planning operations.  Leaders wmust
understand how their potential ene-
mies intend to fight in urban terrain
and how urbanization affects their
operations.  ‘They should follow the
normal estimalte process- -—-applying the
principles of METT-T  (mission,
enemy, terrain, troops, and tme avail-

able)-—to accomplish the same mis-
sions they perform anywhere else.
But when necessary they must also
apply urban considerations to their
usual basic tactics and techniques.

Lcaders must be proficient in these
tasks before they instruct their soldiers,
and leader training shouid teach doc-
trine, standardize training, and train
the trainer.  Inounits, this is typically
part of the officer and NCO develop-
ment programs.

During individual training, soldicrs
must learn basic arban combat tasks
such as movement in built-up areas or
the construction of urban fighting
positions.  They must also learn any
urban tasks that pertain specifically to
their duty positions; (or example, unit
medical personne! should know how to
cevacuate litter patients from multi-
story buildings.

Collective MOUT training shouid be
conducted at every level,  Duc to the
highly decentralized nature of urban
combat, however, squad and platoon
level tasks are the most critical, and
they must be mastered.  Trainers can
integrate these tasks into platoon and
company situational training exercises
aud battalion field exercises.  Training
that requires fewer resources at com-
pany and battalion level can include
command post exercises, battle sin-
lation exercises, and map exercises.

MOLUT proficieney can be sustained
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by refresher training and continied by
istruction on more advanced urban
actics and technigues.  Varied condi-
tions such as o nuclear, biclogical, and
chemical threat or the presence of
civilians inan arca will further support
sustainment tralning.

The Army is in the process of build-
i more facilities (o support s
incrensed urban training requirements.
Astandard design that was developed
tomeet this need is presented in lunes-
ville {Alabama) Division Manual
THIO-1-7, Design Information for Mili-
tiry Operations in Urbanized Terrain
{(MOLT) Training Complex, dated
February 1986, (Uhis design manual
supersedes a similar manual dated May
A4} I presents a generic design for
a MOUT training complex (MTC) con-
sisting of two separate tacilities; a col-
lective training facility (C1F) and a
MOUT assault course (MAC).  An
entire company can train in the com-
plex at one time,

The CTE, which represents a typi-
cal built-up arca, comes in two sizes—-
cither 16 or 32 buildings, Many of
these bulldings are only partialty con-
structed to depict buildings that have
been wrecked by combat.  (Figure |
shows an example of a CTF layout )
The CTT can support the training of
platoons and companics.,  Qutside the
Facility, units can train in such MQUT
tusks as support of a deliberate attack
against the CT'F or preparation of bat-
tle positions that support a CTU
strongpoint,

The MAC is a seven-station course,
with each station depicting a separate
tactical situation for training in
individual and small unit-tasks, (Fig-
ure 2 shows a typical MAC layout.)
Five of the seven stations acconmo-
date live-fire training.

Although live hand grenades cannot
be used in the current MAC stations,
a new live-fire station in which live
grenades can be used is being designed
for the MAC. Called the Grenade
IHonse, this station iy constructed of
steel-fiber-reinforced shock-attenuating
concrere and has training, maintenance,
and satety advantages over buildings
lined with tires,

Standard design MTCs have been
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Figure 1. Typical 32-building CTF,
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Figure 2. Typical MAC layout.

buiilt at Fort Hood, Fort Pickett, and
Fort Ord, and many others are
planned for both the Active Army and
the Reserve Components. The exact
details of each CTEF and MAC will
vary fron one installation to another
on the basis of local guidance and site
requireinents.

[t iy absolutely essential-that
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engineers, range personnel, safety
experts, and MOUT trainers coor-
dinate closely throughout the planning
and construction process fo cnsure that
the training objectives can be achieved
safely and effectively.  Same planners
may try to site their CFF and MAC
close topether to case comntand and
control during training, but this will

1988

limit the usefulness of the CTI. In
fact, the two Facilitics should be bult
in separate logations to allow soldiers
to maneuver around the CTF in all
directions.

Training Circular 50-1, Military
Operations on Urbanized  Terrain
Training, which is deseribed below, is
4 single-source document for MOUT
training that is conducted o unils,
Although it is a user's guide to a stan-
dard desien MTC, it can also be
applicd 1o any similar facility.  To
adapt it to their own training needs,
trainers need only cxereise their own
judgiuent, imagination, and experience,

Chapter | presents the MOU'T train-
ing objective and training strategy in
terms  that. are appropriate to
company-level leaders.  Chaprer 2
covers urban combat doctrine--both
1.5, Army and threat doctrine-—and
describes the urban battle that squads,
platoons, and companies will Tace,

Chapter 3 describes the MOUT
assault course and presents an ¢lfective
training sequence for cach station with
detailed explanations and  dia-
grams.  This chapter gives traimers a
ready-made lesson plan.  Chapter 4
deseribes the collective training facil-
ity, discusses how to deveiop scenarios
for training exercises, and includes a
sample training scenario,  The appen-
dixes round out the circular with a
variety of information to help units
with their MOUT training programs.

The I[nfantry School realizes that
MOUT training will continue to com-
pete with a liost of other training pri-
orities.  But the urbanization of our
future battlefields, along with a sound
analysis of our training needs under
1'M 25-100, demands that we train our
units to mission readiness in urban ter-
rain,  The MOUT training complex
will greatly Tacilitate this training.

Captain Richard J. Kane served as the MOUT
training programs officer in the Directorate of
Training and Doctrine, U.5. Army Infantry
Schooi.  He s now assigned to the QOffice of
the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operatians,
Department of the Army. A former company
commander in the Berdin Brigade, he has also
attended the israeli Defensie Force Company
Cammander’'s Course.




